Development Issues – Gender - Activity G5

How Gender and Sexuality affects my Life Choices?
Aim of activity: 
· To examine how gender and sexuality has affected students in the past, present and future.
· To compare and contrast how gender and sexuality affect life choices in Ireland and on a global level.

Resources:
· Student Activity G5 ‘How Gender and Sexuality Affects My Life Choices’ matrix (one per student)
· P. 12, 37, 38 and 39 of ‘Through the Looking Glass’ to be projected onto a screen or passed out as photocopies.(**hyperlink to correct pages)
· ‘How the Media Failed Women in 2013’ by The Representation Project on YouTube (9 mins)

Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Think, Pair, Share Activity: 
a. Students complete the Student Activity G5 - ‘How Gender and Sexuality Affects My Life Choices’ matrix individually.
b. On completion, students pair up with others in their class to compare their answers and identify differences in opportunities.
c. Students examine the phrase ‘Gender Inequality’ and define their understanding in pairs.
2. Project P. 12 of ‘Through the Looking Glass’ to investigate statistics on gender inequality in Ireland and the rest of the world.
3. Hold a short discussion on the contrast and or similarities between the developed and developing world.
4. Project ‘Women’s Representation Information Sheet’ (P 37) from ‘Through the Looking Glass’ resource and discuss the representation of women in the world.
5. Identify why women are not represented in government using P 38 and 39 of the resource.
6. Invite students to watch the 9 minute clip, ‘How the Media Failed Women in 2013’ by The Representation Project on YouTube.
7. Questions to ask the group:
· Did you learn anything new from what you watched? 
· What stood out for you?
· Did anything surprise you in the clip?
· Did the clip make you think differently about the TV or films you watch?
· What one step can you take to change the way media portrays women and girls?
· How would you like the media to represent you?
· What is this media telling you about what it means to be a boy (man) or girl (woman)?
· As a community, what can we do to change the way women and girls are portrayed throughout our culture?
8. Highlight that we all have equal choices and that our gender should not hold us back.
9. Conclude the lesson with a video from Bollywood star Deepika Padukone which aims to empower women’s choices.


Key terms:
Gender Inequality refers to unequal treatment or perceptions of individuals based on their gender. It arises from differences in socially constructed gender roles as well as biologically through chromosomes, brain structure, and hormonal differences.

Gender equality is achieved when women and men enjoy the same rights and opportunities across all sectors of society, including economic participation and decision-making, and when the different behaviours, aspirations and needs of women and men are equally valued and favoured.

Reflection activity:
Ask the students to complete a journal entry titled ‘How my views of gender have changed for the future.’
