… as leaders we have a duty …
… benefits are very unevenly shared …
… costs are unevenly distributed …
… common humanity in all its diversity …
… translate … shared values into actions …
… spare no effort …
… redouble our efforts …
… abject and dehumanizing conditions …
… the right to development …
… respect fully and uphold the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights …
… We solemnly reaffirm …
… We therefore pledge …
The Millennium Declaration 2000
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The Millennium Development Goals
summarised
Goal 1 – poverty and hunger - cut by half the number of
people who live on less than $1US per day and who suffer
from hunger

Goal 2 – education - make sure that all children start and
finish primary school

Goal 3 – girls - ensure that as many girls as boys go to school

Goal 4 – infants - cut back by two-thirds the number of
children who die before they reach the age of 5

Goal 5 – mothers - cut back by three-quarters the number of
women who die when they are having babies

Goal 6 – disease - stop diseases like HIV and AIDS, Malaria, TB
from spreading further

Goal 7 – environment - cut in half the number of people who
lack clean water, improve the lives of people who live in slums
and promote policies that respect the environment

Goal 8 – global partnership - promote greater cooperation
among all nations with special concern for fairer deals for poor
countries in trade, aid, debt, new technologies etc.
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Introduction
This document is part of a broader, MDGs focused, education campaign
involving students and young people from Ireland and Zambia. We have
studied the issues and discussed the challenges; we have designed our
own Charter, lobbied politicians and carried out workshops and public
education activities on the MDGs. We are disappointed that the promises
made in the Millennium Declaration have not been kept and we feel
strongly that the world has the capacity and the resources necessary to
deliver the agenda BUT not the political will.
We have therefore produced this document as a basis for lobbying
governments, politicians and relevant institutions in the hope that better
progress can be made before the deadline of 2015. The debate is political
– it is about using the political process to ensure the minimum basic
needs and rights of millions of people. It is our moral and political duty
to act.
We are asking YOU to read this document, to take it seriously and to do
all in your power to help us achieve these basic goals – goals that relate
directly and immediately to some of the world’s very poorest, least
powerful yet most vulnerable people.
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The Changes that are Needed
We need to recognise and admit that WE are failing on the delivery
of the Millennium Development Goals – internationally and
within individual countries and that more, much more, needs to
be done between now and the target date of 2015.
We are asking governments and international organisations such
as the UN and the institutions of the European Union to live up to
the Millennium Declaration and to put in place the commitment,
the policies, the structures and the finances that will make the
goals real. We are also asking you to dismantle those political,
economic and social structures and processes that undermine the
Goals – international policies need to be consistent, supported
and coherent if progress is to be made.
YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 Each country which has signed the Millennium Declaration
develops a transparent and measurable national strategy for
the Goals taking into account that country’s needs, capacities
and situation. Developed countries in particular, must have a
policy for addressing MDG issues within their own country as
well as in relation to developing countries particularly in
education, trade, aid, women, democracy and public
awareness.

 The MDGs must be linked into all aspects of decision-making,
policy and budgeting if they are to be achieved in the medium
to long term.

 The progress of the MDGs is regularly measured in public
through democratic structures in order to track the changes
and challenges but also to ensure the process does not lose
energy and direction.

 A number of agreed ‘quick wins’, are incorporated into the
national plans of governments which would have immediate
effect on the lives of the poorest if adequately financially
supported, for example, eliminating school and uniform fees;
designing community nutrition programmes, training large
4
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numbers of village workers in health and farming; distributing
free, insecticide-treated bed-nets to all children in malaria
zones etc.
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Trade and the MDGs
Governments, politicians and business people must find a way of
opening up international markets to developing countries and
when negotiating international trade agreements, governments
should actively involve and support developing countries to
ensure a better deal and greater flexibility to improve human
development in poorer countries. This will involve tough decisions
for richer governments and economies and positive
discrimination and differential treatment for developing
countries.
The reality of poverty for millions of people around the world
could be reduced and/or eliminated by making international
markets more easily accessible for developing countries. However,
international structures such as trade and agricultural policies and
laws often discriminate against poorer countries. As it stands,
approximately 900 million people depend on agriculture for their
everyday livelihoods but markets are restricted for them due to
subsidies and overproduction by richer countries and economies.
Even a 1% increase in developing countries share of world exports
has the potential to raise 128 million people out of poverty.
YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 European Union and United States economies as well as the
Word Trade Organisation (WTO) take seriously their
responsibilities to developing nations by supporting the MDGs
in all international trade agreements, through making sure that
developing countries are not forced to accept unfair trade
deals.

 All agricultural policies are reformed and all agreements
(including the Economic Partnership Agreement) are reviewed
5
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to ensure maximum participation and positive results for
developing countries.

 Governments and international leaders are taken to task on
why barriers to products from developing countries are twice
as high as those for developed countries.

 The use of agricultural subsidies by richer countries is urgently
addressed - this practice discriminates against poorer people.

 All world and trade organisations, which have power to make
a difference in this regard be lobbied and encouraged to
change their attitudes and actions for the betterment of a large
section of the world population.
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AID and the MDGS
International aid is an important and necessary part of the MDG
agenda. It must be made to work more effectively and to be
focused directly on many of the needs embodied in the MDGs.
Governments and societies in the rich world must be made live
up to the internationally agreed standard of 0.7% of GNP. Aid to
Africa must be doubled if the Goals are to be realised. EU aid must
be realigned to serve the objectives of the MDGs more realistically.
We ask the question – the world has never been richer, there are
now more donors than ever, yet the level of aid per person is less
than it was 40 years ago! Why is this?
YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 Developed countries deliver on the commitment to 0.7% by
2015 and that this target is reached.

 The Group of 8 of the world’s richest and most powerful
countries must live up to the promise made in 2005 to double
aid to Africa by 2010. The EU has promised that its aid will
almost double to €67 billion by 2010 (yet aid declined between
6
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2005 and 2006 and shows little possibility of increase in 2007).
This raises questions about EU commitment to developing
countries and to the MDGs. Aid must not be linked to the
purchase of goods and services in rich countries.

 Continuing debt cancellation needs higher priority and the
‘savings’ need to be invested in areas such as health and
education.

 All EU governments should have an MDG Development Policy
which includes medium and long-term targets, which are
realistically agreed, budgeted for and monitored.

4

Basic Needs and the MDGS
Over the past three decades, there have been measurable
improvements in some of the most basic areas of human need life expectancy, nutrition, education and health. National and
international policies and strategies must continue to focus on the
needs of the poorest – child and maternal mortality, basic
education and healthcare, water and sanitation and
environmental concerns. MDG focused strategies need to be
strongly linked to these Goals.
YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 In education: education targets set by organisations (such as
the Global Campaign for Education) are recognised and
realistically supported; that teachers, schools and students are
properly resourced and supported and that young people are
encouraged at all times to stay and complete their education.

 In health: ensuring that developing countries have the medical
and administrative personnel to tackle health issues;
appropriate training and support are provided: resources are
focused on the sectors of society most affected by HIV/AIDS as
well as other diseases; strategies are developed to halt the
medical ‘brain drain’ to rich countries and that urgent
7
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attention is given to the distribution of affordable drugs from
developed to developing countries.

 In child mortality: through greater access to skilled and fully
trained community-based birth attendants along with greatly
improved basic health care as close to the surrounding
population as possible; through programmes that tackle the
preventable deaths of children (due to diseases such as
diarrhoea, malaria, neonatal infection, pneumonia, or lack of
oxygen etc.); through ensuring that necessary and vital
vaccines available to local health centres and communities etc.
The health of a child is largely connected to the health of its
mother. Therefore it is vital that proper care and attention in
terms of services and nutrition be made available to mothers
(and their children) during pregnancy and after birth.

 In environment: the issue of climate change can no longer be
ignored and in the long term, the poorest countries will suffer
the most. We need a serious, task oriented and properly
resourced international strategy is required and urgently.
Access to safe, good quality drinking water and basic sanitation
needs to remain a priority and the privatisation of water
supplies should be discouraged at every opportunity.
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Democracy, Participation and the MDGS
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Democracy, public accountability, participation and local
ownership are fundamental to the realisation of the Millennium
Declaration. Political structures in the developed world have a
particular responsibility to ensure these values and practices
underpin international development policies. Developing
country politicians and political structures need to be held
accountable for decisions made or not made. Civil society
organisations need to be included realistically in the planning,
delivery and monitoring of MDG strategies.
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YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 MDG policies are not designed and delivered in a ‘top down’
manner – involving citizens and local organisations in the
planning, delivery and monitoring of MDG programmes will
ensure that governments and the political system are held
accountable and democracy is strengthened.

 Parliamentarians hold their government and international
policy making bodies accountable for the decisions they make
and for their actions or inactions and for the results that follow.

 Members of local parliaments as well as those representing
their countries internationally are kept up to date with the
latest world and regional development and human rights
reports which should influence how parliamentarians and
legislators work and vote.
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Awareness Raising
The MDG agenda is not a ‘private agenda’, it is not reserved for civil
servants, politicians or development ‘experts’ – it is a public
agenda which the citizens of every country have a right and a duty
to engage with. Awareness of the MDG agenda in all its
dimensions is fundamental to ensuring the realisation of the
overall agenda.
YOU can make a difference by ensuring that:

 Governments, civic, social and economic organisations as well
as individuals should be made aware of the MDG agenda. This
could be done in a number of different ways – supporting
NGOs and educational institutions working in the area, hosting
national and local events on the subject, creating a working
group on the MDGs, using national and local media etc.

 Politicians and legislators are kept informed of the most up to
date developments relating to the MDGs so that greater and
informed parliamentary discussion and debate takes place.
9
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 Governments should publish annual reports on their progress
towards achieving the MDGS and opportunities should be
provided for debate and discussion of these reports.

 Voluntary organisations including NGOs, youth and
community organisations are supported in their work of
raising the public’s awareness of the MDGs.

 Those in the media use their influential platform to highlight
some of the most difficult human and development issues of
our time. Government and politicians should work in
partnership with the media to bring development news to the
attention of the public.
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Some Fundamental Values
The overall Millennium Campaign (as stated in the Millennium
Declaration) recognises certain fundamental values as being essential to
international affairs in the 21st century.
Freedom: Men and women have the right to live their daily lives and
raise their children in dignity, free from hunger and from the fear of
violence, oppression or injustice. Democracy and just government
based on the will of the people best assures these rights.
Equality: No individual and no nation must be denied the opportunity
to benefit from development. The equal rights and opportunities of
women and men must be assured.
Solidarity: Global challenges must be managed in a way that
distributes the costs and burdens fairly in accordance with basic
principles of equality and social justice. Those who suffer or who
benefit least deserve support from those who benefit most.
Tolerance: Human beings must respect one other, in all their diversity
of beliefs, cultures and languages. Differences within and between
societies should be neither feared nor repressed, but cherished as a
precious asset of humanity. A culture of peace and dialogue among all
civilisations should be actively promoted.
Respect for nature: Care and attention must be shown in the
management of all living species and natural resources, in accordance
with the idea of sustainable development. Only in this way can the
riches provided to us by nature be preserved and passed on. The
current unsustainable patterns of production and consumption must
be changed in the interest of our future welfare and that of our
descendants.
Shared responsibility: Responsibility for managing worldwide
economic and social development, as well as threats to international
peace and security, must be shared among all nations. As the most
universal and most representative organisation in the world, the
United Nations must play the central role.
The Millennium Declaration 2000
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