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Our world, our water 

Earth’s surface

saltwater

97.5% 

freshwater

2.5%

stored in ice caps

68.9% 

Only
0.3%
easy for humans 
to get from

lakes and rivers!

 

Physical water scarcity = physical access to water is limited

Economic water scarcity= �population does not have the  
money or resources to source 
enough water

Water is life
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Lack of water 
is dangerous 
as it harms

the brain
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declared water a

human 
right
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 � �accessible to all

Governments must 
supply water that is:
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How we use water
Water we don’t see

In low-income countries 
e.g. Malawi

8% 

82% 

10% 

Domestic

Agricultural

industry

We don’t just drink water; 

we eat water; we wear water; 

we consume water. This is our 

water footprint. to make:

Water is a human right

71% water

underground

30.8%

40%For of people in the world, water is scarce
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In a humanitarian disaster, a person must:
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Walk no 
further than 

7 mins
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Little or no Water Scarcity
Physical Water Scarcity
Approaching Physical 
Water Scarcity
Economic Water Scarcity
Not Estimated

People

In high-income countries 
e.g. ireland
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Visit trocaire.org/education

Water in the island of Ireland Water in Malawi

Over ¼ of Malawi 
is covered in water!

Population: 
6,399,115

Size: 
84,421 sq km

Total coastline: 
1,448 km

Average of 
187.5 wet  
days per year

Amount of our water supply 
that is unaccounted for wasting 

precious natural and financial 
resources. Imagine our entire 

aid budget draining away down 
leaking pipes?

90.4% 	�

It’s Up
to Us!

Come on! Join the team in Trócaire to 
make small but crucial lifestyle changes 
that protect our precious resources.

Sources:
United Nations Environmental Programme: unep.org •	

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the  •	
United Nations: fao.org 

Water for Life 2005-2015: un.org/waterforlifedecade •	

Dorchester Health: dorchesterhealth.org/water.htm •	

The Sphere Project: sphereproject.org •	

United Nations Water: unwater.org •	

National Geographic: nationalgeographic.com •	

Met Éireann: met.ie •	

BBC Weather: bbc.co.uk/weather •	

The World Factbook: cia.gov •	

WHO and UNICEF: wssinfo.org •	

Irish Department of the Environment,  •	
Community and Local Government: environ.ie

Don’t 
waste 
water

Drink tap 
water

Eat less 
meat and 
dairy

Recycle Sustainable 

fashion

Population: 
16,777,547 

Size: 118,484 sq km

Area covered by
 water: 24,404 sq km 

Average of 81 wet 
days per year

83% 

51% 

20 
litres

2hrs

Access to improved 
drinking-water source 
(includes: household connection, 
public tap, borehole, rainwater collection)

�

 

(toilets and safe water)

6km distance to and from a 
water source

wait to get water

Average consumption 
of  water per person per day

sanitation coverage

2 HRS

Access to improved 
drinking-water source 

(includes: household connection, 
public tap, borehole, rainwater collection)

�

 

(toilets and safe water)

distance to a 
water source

wait to get water

Average consumption 
of  water per person per day

sanitation coverage

0 HRS

100% 

100% 

Instant

None

150 
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S
Malawian citizens live on  
less than $2 per day. Yet  
people are charged for water 
even from communal taps

€

Interesting water Fact Interesting Water Fact
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