

Development Issues – Poverty - Activity P 1

Defining Poverty using Images
Aim of activity: 
· To promote participation, discussion and debate amongst participants
· To encourage learners to deconstruct the image.
· To understand the concept of ‘relative poverty’ and ‘absolute poverty’.
· To encourage students to empathise with the person/people on both sides of the lens.

Resources:
· Photo pack
· Student Handout P 1.1 – Images of Poverty and Wealth (one per person)
· Feelings Word-bank sheet (one per group)
· Projector connected to computer/tablet
· Internet access 
· EMBED video Poverty statistics https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVH-AhpA_V0 
· Student learning journal
Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Arrange the photos on the floor/desk ensuring the all students can see the photos. 
2. Inform the students that there are various images to do with Poverty and Wealth arranged in front of them.
3. Invite the group to look carefully at the whole set of photos (or any other set of photos you care to choose). 
4. Each individual should pick one photo which they find particularly interesting or which raise important questions or issues for them. 
5. Provide students with the Student Activity P.1 – Images of Poverty and Wealth, and allow them to answer the questions based on the photograph they have chosen. A copy of the ‘Feelings word-bank’ could be handed out to the groups to help students with their descriptions.
6. Participants then form small groups (of for example 4 or 6) and explain their choice to each other. 
7. Each small group then selects one or two photos from the group and explains their choice to the larger group. Allow time for each group to give feedback.
8. Pick one photo conveying ‘Absolute poverty’ and one depicting ‘Relative poverty’ and ask the group if the person/people in the pictures are both living in the same poverty?
9. Students should generate discussion about how we classify a person as living in poverty.
10. The teacher should encourage understanding of the concepts of ‘Absolute poverty’ and ‘Relative poverty’ and provide working definitions.
11. Play the video clip on Poverty to give an overview of poverty statistics in the world today. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVH-AhpA_V0 embed video

Further questions
· Do the photos reflect positive/negative images of people?
· Are the images chosen related to either having, or not having money?
· How do you think the people in the photograph would feel if they knew that they were chosen as an image of wealth/poverty?
· Have other people’s choices made you change your opinion in any way?
· Are there other places in everyday life where you see images of wealth and poverty? Where? Are they like the images presented here?
· What do the chosen photographs tell us about stereotypes of poverty? If anything?

Definitions:
Absolute poverty refers to a set standard which is the same in all countries and which does not change over time.  An income-related example would be living on less than $X per day.
Relative poverty refers to a standard which is defined in terms of the society in which an individual lives and which therefore differs between countries and over time.  An income-related example would be living on less than X% of average Irish income.


Reflection activity:
Students reflect on the idea of poverty and think about the spectrum of poverty within their school and local community in their learning journal. Prompt questions could be:
· The main thing I will take away from today is…
· One thing I learnt about my attitude to poverty is…
· One thing I learnt about poverty is…

Further reading:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guide to using photographs on developmenteducation.ie 






