Development Issues – Poverty - Activity P.2
Problem/Solution Tree
Aim of Activity:
· To increase students understanding of the root causes of poverty
· To embrace and acknowledge the cyclical nature of poverty
· To engage students in taking action to challenge poverty 

Resources:
· Student Activity P2 ‘Problem/solution tree’ – photocopy on A3 paper (one per group)
· Difference coloured pens/markers
· Blu-tac
· Activity resource Counted Out: challenging poverty and social exclusion by Sandra Gowran (2002) CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit and Combat Poverty Agency

Time: 		40 minutes
Instructions:
1. Divide the class into groups of 3.
2. Pass out a ‘Student Activity P2 - Problem/solution tree’ to each pair. Inform the students that we will use the tree to analyse the associated problems, causes and solutions to Poverty.
3. Encourage groups to brainstorm and fill in the tree as follows:
Trunk:	List the problems associated with Poverty
Roots:		What are the root causes of these problems? List each one as a root in 	the tree
Branches:	For each ‘problem root’, what is the corresponding ‘solution’? List each solution as a branch in the tree
4. Once their tree is complete, encourage students to draw a critical path up the tree trunk between the problem and the solution by asking the following questions:
· What needs to happen to get from a root problem to a solution? 
· How could this be achieved? 
· Who needs to be influenced?
5. Display the Problem/Solution Trees around the class and invite each group to feedback. 
6. Explain the value of the trees and that each represents a vital action plan to challenge Poverty.

Optional Activities:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students complete worksheets pages37-41 of Counted Out.
