Development Issues – Poverty - Activity P.3

Walking Debate
Aim of Activity:
· To deepen understanding of the concepts of absolute and relative poverty in an Irish context.
· To provide an opportunity for all students to form and express their opinion based on rational argument.

Resources:
· Walking Debate posters from Dev Issues Toolkit
· Poverty statements
· Marker/ball to use as microphone
· Blu-tac
· Space!

Time: 		40 minutes
Instructions:
1. Be sure that you clear enough space at the top of your classroom. Stick up the ‘I strongly agree’ and I strongly disagree’ posters at either end of a room.
2. Ask the group to stand up in the middle of the room. 
3. Explain that you will read out some statements about poverty. 
4. Those who agree with the statement move towards the poster that says ‘I strongly agree’; those who disagree move to the opposite end of the room towards the poster ‘I strongly disagree’; those who are unsure stay in the middle of the two posters.
5. Start the debate with a light hearted statement, something that students will respond to.
6. Explain that the object of the game is to raise discussion and that everyone’s position is important. During discussion ask the students to think again about the concepts of absolute and relative poverty. 
7. To ensure each student is heard inform students that they are only allowed to speak when they hold the ‘Microphone’. 
8. To raise discussion ask those who ‘agree’ to defend their position and those who disagree to defend theirs. People at either end of the room should try to persuade those in the middle, or on the opposite side, to join them or even just to move a step or two closer. It is important that students realise that they may change their mind.
9. Each student must pass to someone in the middle or on the opposite side of the debate.
10. Move to a new statement when the discussion dies down or after a set period.
11. Bring students back into the middle of the room before moving on to a new statement.

Statements:
· If you are poor you can’t afford to eat healthy food.
· Real poverty is only found in countries where people die because they don’t have food to eat.
· If you are poor you shouldn’t expect to be able to go on holiday even for a weekend break.
· All young people get the same education. Some people just don’t want to learn and ‘drop out’ early.
· People who are poor shouldn’t expect to be able to go to a disco or the cinema or other things like that.
· People who are well-off deserve all they have because they work hard for it.
· Poor people should be happy with what they are given. They don’t deserve to have a choice, for example in the clothes they buy.
· School trips should only be there for those who can afford them.
· People who pay private health insurance eg VHI deserve better health treatment than those who don’t.
· There wouldn’t be as many poor people if they weren’t given so much from social welfare.
· People who earn huge amounts of money should pay more taxes.
· These days, Ireland is undergoing an economic depression and a lot of people are living in poverty. Should we stop our foreign aid and look after our own people? 

Note:  This activity has been adapted from Counted Out by Sandra Gowan (2002) CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit and Combat Poverty Agency.
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Reflection activity:
Students answer the following questions in their learning journal
· The main skills I’ve developed…
· Some things I’ve learned about myself…
· Some things I’ve learned about other people…


