Development Issues – Poverty - Activity P 4

Measuring Wealth and Poverty

Introduction:
Human development is a very complex topic and is usually a subject left to university students and development organisations. In this lesson we learn about the ways in which Wealth and Poverty can be measured using the textbook ‘80:20 Development in an Unequal World – 6th Edition’. The book sets to educate the reader on the complexities of our unequal world where 80% of the people live in the Third World. Some of the information may be beyond the reach of some of your students. Worksheets accompany this lesson to help students to find the key pieces of information to understand how wealth and poverty are measured. 

Aim of activity: 
· To research wealth and development.
· To examine how Wealth and Poverty are measured globally 
· To familiarise students with key concepts such as GDP, GNP and HDI.

Resources:
· 80:20 Development in an Unequal World – 6th Edition. (IS IT POSSIBLE TO HYPERLINK TO SPECIFIC PAGES OF THE TEXTBOOK?)
· Student Activity P4.1 – Poverty, Inequality and Development Answer Sheet
· Student Activity P4.2 – Wealth and Human Development Answer Sheet
· Student Learning Journal
Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Ask students if they know how the wealth of a nation is measured. Students may know this from Junior Cert business classes.
2. Students read P 13-17 of ‘80:20 Development in an Unequal World’ and complete the answer sheet Student Activity P 4.1 – Poverty, Inequality and Development Answer Sheet.
3. Collect answers from the students and discuss the effect of inequality and development. 
4. Turn to P 19 of 80:20 and analyse the infographic ‘The Distribution of World GDP (PPP)’
5. Ask students to rank the top 5 wealthiest countries and the top 5 poorest countries in their learning journal.
6. Analyse ‘Who’s Consuming What?’ and draw correlations to wealth and the access to and consumption of:
· Meat
· Energy
· Fuel
7. Ask students to read through pages 20 and 21 and answer the Student worksheet P 4.2 Wealth and Human Development Answer Sheet.

Reflection activity:
Students reflect on the idea of poverty and think about the spectrum of poverty within their school and local community in their learning journal. Prompt questions could be:
· The main thing I will take away from today is…
· One thing I learnt about my attitude to poverty is…
· One thing I learnt about poverty is…



