Development Issues – Poverty - Activity P 6


Investigating Solutions to Poverty
Aim of activity: 
· To engage with the strategies that exist to deal with Poverty on a local level.
· To introduce the concept of microfinance to tackle Poverty using Credit Union in Ireland as a model. 
· To understand key terminology associated with finance.

Resources:
· White board/Flipchart
· Coloured Whiteboard Markers/Markers
· Resource Pack: Give Credit to the Poor by Michael Doorly and Joan Martin (2006) Concern Worldwide
· Photocopies of p 10-13 from ‘Give Credit to the Poor’
· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘Give Credit to the Poor’ DVD from Concern
· Student Activity 6 – The Grameen Bank Article (one copy per student)
Time: 		50-60 minutes 
Note: 	Prior to delivering this lesson it is advisable to become familiar with the *National Action Plan for Social Inclusion by reading P 13-16 
Instructions:
1. Begin lesson by writing the following on the board, ‘Strategies to alleviate poverty in Ireland’.
2. Ask students for their ideas and write up any ideas on the board.
3. Questions to ask students to stimulate discussion
· How do you provide finance to buy a car or a house?
· If you were a poor family where might you access clothing?
4. List of concepts could include:
· Aid agencies eg. St. Vincent de Paul, Barnardos.
· Charity shops
· *Government agencies e.g. Dept. of Social Welfare, Dept. of Social 
Inclusion
· Community development programmes,
· LEADER programme
· Youth services
· Credit union
· Savings Schemes
5. Introduce the concept of Microfinance using the DVD ‘Give Credit to the Poor’. You should be familiar with the idea of microcredit by reading page 3 of Give Credit to the Poor.
6. Students answer questions from P 8 and 9 of Give Credit to the Poor from Concern.
Optional activity - Students complete P. 10 and 11 from Give Credit to the Poor.
7. Bring the microfinance concept to a global level by presenting Student Activity 6 - The Grameen Bank.

Reflection activity:
Students make a list of the benefits they feel using the microcredit system has to:
a) the individual and
b) the local community. 
The student can focus their answers on the Credit Union in Ireland or the Grameen Bank as case studies.
Extension Activity:
Take action! Students may decide to set up a Kiva.org account for their class or for themselves to lend money to projects across the world.
For more information please go to http://www.kiva.org/about/how





