Development Issues – Conflict - Activity C5


Modern Day Conflict 
NOTE: TO BE UPDATED BEFORE GOING LIVE
Aim of activity: 
· To try to identify any patterns or themes associated with modern day conflict.
· To investigate modern day conflict, such as the Syrian Conflict, using global news websites such as the Guardian, BBC World Wide and Aljazeera. 
· To allow students to critically reflect on their research and to compile a newspaper report

Resources:
· Post-it notes/flashcards
· Markers
· Flipchart/white board and magnets
· Student learning journal
· Class set of computers/tablets
· Internet access
Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Provide each student with a post-it note/flash card and marker and get them to write down one thing that they feel is the cause of armed conflict.
2. Ask each student to bring their post-it note to pin on the board or a flip chart
3. Students may have come up with a myriad of reasons with some reoccurring themes. If they spot a theme already presented on the board then they can place their post it beside it.
4. At this point it can be highlighted that the causes of conflict are complex. It is usually a sequence of events that cause a non violent conflict to escalate into a violent/armed conflict.
5. Some reasons for conflict are: poor economic situations, repressive political systems, competition for natural resources, degradation of environment (deforestation, coastal erosion, water scarcity etc)
6. Use the article ‘Paradigm Wars – resources, conflict and development’ from 80:20 to explore the relationship between resources and development. 
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Divide the class up into pairs and assign a case study from the article to each pairing:
a. Water
b. Minerals 
c. Oil
8. Ask that the students prepare a short summary of their findings at the end of the class.

Reflection Activity	
Make a list of the natural resources you use every day and identify the origin of each resource. Investigate further about the origin of one of those natural resources.
· BBC News – world news | http://www.bbc.com/news/world
· The Guardian – world news http://www.theguardian.com/world
· Al Jazeera – war and conflict | http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/categories/war-conflict.html

