Development Issues – Conflict - Activity C7


Conflict Interventions
Aim of activity: 
· To investigate International Humanitarian Law using video resource.
· To learn about the founding of the Red Cross and their role in war time.
· To build on knowledge of WWII and the Geneva convention from Junior Cert History
· To investigate the role of United Nations Peacekeepers.

Resources:
· Internet access
· Computer/tablet connected to projector
· International Humanitarian Law https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwqRo4Xkix8  EMBED
· HO C7 The UN Rules of War embed handout

Time: 		40-50 minutes. 
Instructions:
1. Introduce the rules of war by asking the following questions:
· In wartime, are there rules in which the combatants must follow?
· When you play video games such as ‘Doom’ and ‘Call of Duty’, are there rules in place that dictate how you engage in combat in the game?
· What rules do you think should be in place when war is taking place to protect those who are not engaged in war.
2. Brainstorm the rules of war and invite students to draw on their knowledge of the Geneva Convention from the Junior Cert History Course.
3. Briefly explain the history of the Geneva Convention and the founding of the Red Cross using the following video clip  emded this
4. At the end of the video hand out the UN Rules of War (HO C7) to the class and discuss the rules.
5. Play the following podcast (on NPR) embed if possible of an interview with Bernard Barrett, spokesman for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on their stance on video games.
6. Students discuss the concept of video game designers/companies adopting the suggestions outlined by the ICRC. (A walking debate could be used to debate the issue)
7. Students read the role of peacekeeping by the UN Peacekeepers from the Peace and Security note on UN website.
8. Students debate the role of UN Peacekeepers looking at the case studies of the Rwandan genocide from their film study.
Questions to probe debate:
· Would you agree that the peacekeepers fulfilled their role?
· Do you think the peacekeepers should have greater authority to intervene in situations of armed conflict?
· The lack of proof of genocide makes it difficult for the UN to intervene. In your opinion, why is genocide so difficult to prove?
· If genocide was proven to have take place what do you think the outcome of the conflict would have been?
Reflection Activity:
Students write a diary entry as a Red Cross worker in a war torn society or a UN Peacekeeper in an armed conflict.
Extension Activity:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Invite a speaker in from an organisation that works on conflict and/or international humanitarian issues such as: 

· Schools Across Borders to facilitate a workshop on conflict | www.schoolsacrossborders.org 
· The Irish Red Cross | www.redcross.ie 
· Trócaire | www.trocaire.org/education/development-education 
· Concern Worldwide | www.concern.net/get-involved/schools 

