Development Issues – What is Dev Ed? - Activity DE 2

The Cake Simulation Exercise

Aim of activity:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To grab students’ attention and engage them in a discussion on global inequality. 
· To foster an understanding of how inequality begins with the individual.

Time: 		30-40 minutes
Resources:
· 3 cake boxes (2 will be empty and only 1 will have cake!)
· 1 Swiss roll/cake
· 1 Knife
· Serviette for each student

Introduction: 
At the beginning of the very first class bring a 3 cake boxes with only one containing cake. It is important to make the cake boxes visible to the class. Tell the students you want to celebrate your first class together.

Instructions: 
1. Pass the cake to a student at the front of the class and instruct the student to take a slice of cake and pass it to the next person.** 
2. Allow the students to continue until the cake is gone.
3. When the first cake is finished the teacher then informs the class that the other two cake boxes are empty

**Note: The teacher must remove themselves from the activity once the first cake has been handed out e.g. busying themselves at their desk. The aim is to let the students take control of the activity. There should be an expectation from the class that there are two more cakes in the boxes. More than likely the cake will be divided out amongst the first eight students. 
Observations: 
· Does the student consider how many students are in the class before taking his/her share? 
· Does everyone take some cake?
· Is there commentary from other students about how much the person beside them is taking?

Activities:
· Take note of the comments from the class, especially those who haven’t received any cake. 
· Those students who did not receive any cake should be allowed to question and engage in dialogue with those who have received cake. Remind them of some of their remarks or read out some quotes. Record what you think is significant on the board.
· Stimulate further reaction by asking questions like;

· Why do you feel you should have received some cake?
· Why do you deserve cake?
· Was there a standard by which those who got cake were selected?
· Did any of the students who got cake offer to share?
· Did they show any concern for others?
· Should people be treated equally and if so whose job is it to ensure that happens?

· Bring the discussion to a close by comparing the cake to world resources and wealth. Shouldn’t we be equally angry about the unequal distribution of global resources? From here it will be easier to introduce the course and its relevance.

Further investigation:
Students investigate the inequality of living in the developing world in comparison to the developed world by using the following links.

· Hunger map: Living in the Hollow of Plenty (2013) by Tony Daly, Ciara Regan and Colm Regan published by Concern Worldwide and developmenteducation.ie in conjunction with the Association of Geography Teachers of Ireland (AGTI)| interactive online map and teaching resource
· If the World Was 100 People http://www.100people.org | website 


