Development Issues – What is Dev Ed? - Activity DE 5
The Millennium Development Goals
Aim of activity: 
· To understand the needs of people across the globe and put them in order.
· To introduce the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s)
· To understand the necessity of the MDG’s.
· To critically reflect on the progress of the MDG’S.

Resources:
· Whiteboard/Flipchart
· Markers
· Pieces of paper/post it notes
· Computer/iPads and Projector 
· Millennium Development Goals Article – The Guardian 
Note: It is a good idea to familiarise yourself with the interactive statistics on the Guardian website before proceeding with the lesson.
Time: 		40 minutes
Instructions:
1. Go around the class and ask each student to name something they need to be healthy e.g. food, medical care etc.
2. Go the opposite way around the class and ask each student to name a global problem e.g. war, climate change, malaria etc.
3. Arrange the class into groups of four. 
4. Ask each group to think of 8 requirements they think everyone in the world should have and to decide which 3 they think are the most important. 
Note: Emphasis the idea of goals.
5. Ask the group to list the three requirements they think are most important on a piece of card/post-it note
6. Ask each group to read out the 3 they think are most important and place them on a flip chart.
7. Ask the class to rank the chosen requirements that they think are most important by arranging them in a diamond shape, with the most important statement at the top, two statements of equal but lesser importance in the second row, three statements of moderate importance in the third row, two statements of relatively little importance in the fourth row, and the least important statement at the bottom. 
8. Read the text below on the MDGs. 

In September 2000, world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt the United Nations Millennium Declaration. They committed their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty and set out a series of time bound targets – with a deadline of 2015. These targets have become known as the Millennium Development Goals. The eight millennium goals identify some of the main causes of extreme poverty in today’s world and underpin world efforts to reduce poverty. The Millennium Development Goals require the international community to:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
2. Achieve universal primary education
3. Promote gender equality and empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability
8. Develop a global partnership for development (making trade, aid and debt relief work for people in developing countries)

9. Questions for students:
· Were any of the Goals reflected in the lists the students put together? 
· Do you think that these are the most important things for the world?
10. Project the interactive chart from the article published by the Guardian newspaper in May 2015. 
11. The interactive chart can be made pull screen clicking on the icon on the top left of the chart.
12. Click through targets using the ‘tour’ option and discuss the improvements made.

Reflection activity:
Students complete the following questions in their student learning journal
· The most interesting thing I learned today is…
· I would like to learn more about…
· One important thing I have learned is…
Encourage students to write a few lines on each one.

Further reading:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Millennium Development Goals and the Irish government’s role in meeting the set targets through its official overseas aid programme| Irish Aid website

