Development Issues – Gender - Activity G1


Sex and Gender – Pink is for Girls and Blue is for Boys?

Introduction:
From the minute we are born gender stereotyping begins, both in the home and in our early education. The parents of newborns receive gifts from family and friends identifying the sex of their new baby. The ‘occasions cards’ and toy industry encourage us to buy into the principle of pink is for girls, blue is for boys. As children develop, very often at still a young age, the media and society encourage boys to be physical and adventurous while girls are expected to be softer and to look pretty. 

Boys may be prevented from exploring their creativity, while skill development is not fostered in girls. Articles about young men often focus on crime or aggression while the media paint women as victims and vulnerable. The impact of this stereotyping can determine a lot for the future of girls and boys. 

In this module we will investigate gender stereotyping and the affect it has on men and women around the world.

Aim of activity: 
· To differentiate between the words Sex and Gender.
· To develop a working definition of both.
· To investigate gender stereotyping.

Resources:
· HO Activity G1 Statements about Men and Women (one per group)
· Student learning journal
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Role cards from Dev Issues Toolkit
· Computer/tablet and projector
· Activity G1 - Pink is for Girls and Blue is for Boys? (Powerpoint)
Time: 		40 minutes 
Note: 
It is worthwhile conducting this activity with a mixed sex group in order to create a balanced view of gender issues. It is worthwhile reminding students of the class agreement as outlined in ‘What is Dev Ed?’

Instructions:
1. Introduce the topic of ‘Gender’ as an issue that determines a lot for each person in the world.
2. Inform students that you are going to read out 10 statements
3. Ask students to list numbers 1 to 10 in their learning journal. Ask the students to write the word ‘G’ beside each of the numbered statements that they think refers to gender characteristics and ‘S’ beside the statement that refers to sex characteristics.
4. Read the sex and gender statements aloud.
5. Arrange the students into groups of 4 to discuss their answers.
6. Nominate the following roles in each group:
· Chair – keeps the group on task
· Reporter – reports back on behalf of the group
· Checker – person that will collate the answers
· Writer – person that will note then answers of the group and mark any disagreements
7. Pass a copy of the statements to the Chair of each group.
8. Ask the groups to spend 4-5 minutes discussing the statements.
9. The reporter from each group feeds back to the class and discuss amongst the class any statement that groups may not be able to reach agreement on.
10. Ask students to return to their group and spend 4 more minutes coming up with a definition for ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ in their learning journal.
11. Use the Activity G1 - Pink is for Girls and Blue is for Boys? PowerPoint to discuss the definitions of sex, gender and gender stereotyping.
12. Students can note down these definitions in their learning journal.

Reflection activity:
Students compile a list of any gender stereotypes imposed since they were born. For example, if they were a girl they were dressed in pink, bought dolls etc. If they were a boy they were encouraged to not play with dolls and were given trucks instead.





