Development Issues – Gender - Activity G2

Gender roles
Aim of activity: 
· To identify historical views of gender.
· To examine media portrayal of gender roles.
· To reflect on role reversal using ‘World Upside Down’ activity.

Resources:
· Activity G 2 ‘Gender – A historical view’ PowerPoint 
· Computer/tablet connected to a projector and speakers
· Board/flipchart
· Markers
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HO Activity G2 ‘World Upside Down’ transcript or audio file (can we hyperlink audio file, or just embed it? It is included in this folder)
Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Slide 1: Use ‘Gender – A historical view’ PowerPoint to facilitate discussion about gender roles in society since early civilisation.
2. Slide 2-4: Reinforce the idea that men are seen as the guardians of women and traditionally have held more power in society.
3. Ask students to come up with some contemporary examples in film, TV programmes and music videos that reinforce the traditional views of gender
4. Spend 10 minutes discussing some examples provided by the class. These examples can be written on the board/flipchart.
5. Ask students to think of examples where the roles are reversed or made equal for men and women.
6. Ask students to come up with role models that promote gender equity.
7. Ask students if they agree that only two genders exist.
8. Slide 5: Introduce Transgender.
9. Ask the students to get into a comfortable position; this may include laying their head on the desk or simply sitting with their eyes closed.
10. Read aloud the ‘World Upside Down’ transcript or alternatively play audio clip. (It is more effective if a female voice delivers the piece)
11. Divide the class into small groups of 4-5 to discuss this alternative world.
Questions to ask the class: 
· Were they angry, amused or confused? 
· Did any parts of the story make them laugh?
· What do you think this type of world would be like?
12. Move around the groups to collect their feedback.
13. Ask the students to come out of their groups and ask the students:
· Would they would like to live in this imaginary world. 
· What would be wrong with this world? 
· What would be right with it? 
14. End the discussion by talking about what an ideal world might look like.


Reflection activity:
Ask students collect advertisements from magazines, YouTube or photos from billboards portraying men and women. The images can then be made into a collage to highlight gender discrimination/gender inequality.
Questions you may ask students are:
· Does the image portray the man or woman is a negative of positive light?
· What is the overall message you get from the images of women/men from what you have gathered?
· What would you change about how these men/women are represented?
· Can you think of any organisation or group that represents men and women as equals?
Students could also construct a counter collage to represent women and men more fairly.



