Development Issues – Gender - Activity G4



LGBT rights
Introduction:
In Ireland, the sex of a person is assigned by their physical attributes and thousands of people are denied their basic human rights because of this social and legal fact. If they do not fall into the binary category of male and female or if they are attracted to the same sex, they are denied basic human rights. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) people around the globe suffer discrimination to varying levels determined by the society and laws they live under. Often, if you are known to be of the LGBT Community you may experience severe discrimination, violence, torture and even be killed. The consequence of hiding their identity can lead to an array of other challenges. This lesson focuses the students’ attention on understanding more about the lives of LGBT members and the challenges they face. 

Aim of activity: 
· To investigate the challenges facing the LGBT Community using multimedia.
· To empathise with members of the LGBT Community and the violation to their human rights focusing on Irish Law.
· To encourage students to take action in response to sexual and gender-based bullying.

Resources:
· Student Learning Journal
· Computer/tablet with internet access
· Projector
· ‘Gender Recognition Matters’ by Transgender Equality Network of Ireland. (6.34 mins)
· Stand up for Homophobic Bullying by BeLonG To Youth Services (4.25 mins)
· Stand up for your Friends by BeLonG To Youth Services (5.17 mins)
· Stand up at Work by BeLonG To Youth Services (7.20 mins)
Time: 		40 minutes 
NOTE:  Remember as a teacher you are facilitator for the lesson. You are not expected to know all of the answers or to be an expert on gender and transgender. Your main role is to facilitate an open discussion respectful of diverse opinions.
Instructions:
1. Allow students 5 minutes to write in their learning journey some keys words/paragraph that describes their identity.
2. Some prompt statements include:
· I am…
· I feel happy when…
· I feel empowered when…
· My favourite thing to spend my time doing is…
· I am good at…
3. Ask students if they feel that they cannot reflect their identity and express themselves in any way in their school and community.
4. Open a brief discussion with the class before introducing the topic of LGBT rights.
5. Students watch video ‘Gender Recognition Matters’ by the Transgender Equality Network of Ireland. 
6. At the end of the video ask students to give their feedback on:
·  The effect the Irish Legislation has on them.
· The effect it would have to a friend or family member who is a member of the LGBT community
7. Students identify other ways that society does not support LGBT rights in their journal
8. Invite students to watch all or some of the BeLonG To Student Youth Services videos from the links above. 
Prompt Questions:
· What surprised you the most or left the biggest impression on you?
· What are some of the reasons that LGBT rights are not adequately addressed as a social issue?
· How does it make you feel to see people being marginalised because of one aspect of their identity?
· What do you think is most difficult thing about keeping your sexual identity to yourself if you are lesbian, gay or bisexual?
· What do you think the Irish society should do to make promote equal rights for the LGBT Community?
9. Finish the lesson by asking the students what they can do to promote the rights of the LGBT community. Remind students that we all have a shared responsibility for keeping classrooms and school communities safe, respectful and inclusive for all of its members. 
Reflection activity:
Ask students to write a role play to highlight the issue of homophobic or transphobic bullying in school, out at a party or in the workplace with 3 characters.
Follow up Activity
Students pick a selection of role play options and record mini videos to highlight homophobic and transphobic bullying in their school.



