Gender Based Violence 
Introduction:
In previous lessons students will have learned that there are attitudes and behaviours that are associated with the roles of men and women which historically undervalue the role of a woman in society. These behaviours and attitudes are some of the root causes of gender-based violence, such violence is a breach of their fundamental rights to life, safety, freedom, dignity, and physical and emotional integrity.

Aim of activity: 
· To investigate types of violence and gender based violence.
· To investigate domestic violence through the eyes of a survivor.
· To identify the barriers to preventing Gender-based violence.

Note: 
This topic may be sensitive to those in your audience. It is important that this is communicated with the group and that if a student at any stage feels uncomfortable that they may opt out or speak with the teacher at the end of the lesson. As teacher or facilitator, inform students that if they feel they need to discuss any issue brought up during the course of the lesson that you or another member of staff/guidance counsellor/school chaplain is available to discuss issues in private.

Resources:
· Show me boards/A3 pages
· Coloured whiteboard markers/markers
· Role cards from Development Issues Toolkit
· Projector connected to computer/tablet
· Internet access 
Time: 		40 minutes 
Instructions:
1. Divide students up into groups of 4.
2. Pass out show-me boards and whiteboard markers (or A3 paper and markers) to each group.
3. Ask students to write down various forms of violence that an individual could experience.
4. Nominate a writer, chair, checker and reporter to each group. (Use role cards from the Dev Ed Toolkit)
5. Give students 5 minutes to come up with as many types of violence as is possible.
6. On the board/flipboard place three columns: Psychological, Physical, Sexual Violence.
7. As students are invited to feed back to the group, categorise the type of violence under the appropriate heading. Add in any which students may have omitted as listed in the teacher notes below.
8. Ask the class if some of the types of violence are specific to women only and facilitate short discussion.
9. Some questions to ask:
· Does violence against women and girls occur in only some countries, or affect only certain groups of women? 
· Can you mention any examples you have heard or read about? 
· What are, in your opinion, the causes of violence against women? 
· Violence against women includes, among others, violence in the family, at work and in the community, and in armed conflicts. How many instances do you know?
10. Watch the video clip Domestic Violence in the US (13 min). Additionally, show the People Opposing Women Abuse (POWA) ad which screened on TV in South Africa https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW30WslahMc EMBED
11. Post film questions:
· What surprised you the most or left the biggest impression on you?
· What are some of the reasons that domestic violence is not adequately addressed as a social issue?
· Why do you think survivors stay with their abusers? Why is it difficult for them to report domestic violence?
· Based on what you witnessed in the film module, what challenges do survivors of abuse face when they try to leave?
· Often, victims of domestic violence, including some of those shown in the film, may feel that they are responsible for the situation inflicted upon them. What is your reaction to this? Why do you think some respond this way? What are some possible consequences of these circumstances?
· An estimated 85 percent of victims of domestic violence are female. Why do you think that is? What role do you think gender inequality plays in domestic violence?
· Explain in your own words what Regina Hall means when she says: “The impact that it has on the human spirit is always shocking because you know that it reverberates through so many lives. This is not just the person who received the abuse, it’s everyone around them.”
· Domestic violence is physically and emotionally damaging to the individual who is abused, but what are some of the consequences for the family as a whole?
`				(Questions taken from ‘A Path Appears’ Lesson Plan)


Teacher Notes:
Development Issues – Gender - Activity G7


Examples of Three Types of Violence


1.  Psychological violence: 
Making threats
Teasing
Intimidation
Insulting someone
Bullying
Humiliation
Ignoring



2. Physical violence: 
Holding
Punching
Restraining
Kicking
Hitting, including hitting with a stick or whip
Shoving
Throwing something at someone

3. Sexual violence: 
Rape
Defilement 
Indecent touching and exposure
Sexually explicit language, sexually suggestive remarks or offers

Further Reading
The Irish Consortium on Gender Based Violence Gender Based Violence – A Failure to Protect, A Challenge to Action | report

[bookmark: _GoBack]South Africa violence against women rated highest in the world (Aug 03, 2013) by Michelle Faul | news item on The Huffington Post


Reflection activity:
Create a poster/short film on the issue of Gender Based Violence

