


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwlhUcSGqgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwlhUcSGqgs


Lesson 1: Voluntary Migration



Let’s look it up…



…to move from one country, 

place, or locality to another”

(Merriam-Webster, 2017)
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• Has anyone in your family migrated?

• Have you migrated?

• Can you think of a time in Irish history 

when Irish people migrated? 

Let’s make a map of places we have 

migrated to and from!
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https://vimeo.com/219086453
https://vimeo.com/219086453
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 Pick a country you would like to move to.

 What are the pull factors of the country?

 What are the push factors of Ireland?

Pull? Push?
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New foods?

New games 

and 

celebrations?

New languages?



Voluntary 

Migration



Lesson 2: Involuntary Migration



Match the terms to the definitions!

What do these terms mean?

• Migration

• Voluntary migration

• Involuntary migration

• Immigration

• Emigration 

• Refugee?



• Migration: to move from one country, place, or locality to 
another

• Voluntary migration: to move willing from one place to 
another, usually in search of better work or living conditions

• Involuntary migration: to be forced to move from one place 
to another, usually due to conflict, discrimination, natural 
disasters or persecution

• Immigration: the coming of people to a country to live and 
work there

• Emigration: the act of leaving a country to permanently 
settle in another country

• Refugee: a person who has been forced to leave their 
country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 
disaster



Involuntary migration…



 You are in a country with conflict

 You belong to a group of people 

treated badly by the Government

 A message has come in from the 

President…



“Fellow citizens. This is your President 

speaking. Our country can no longer 

tolerate the presence of this group, whose 

culture, language and religion are so 

different from ours. In order to save our 

nation, I have therefore decided that all 

members of this group – women, men and 

children – must leave our country by next 

Monday. Each member of this group will be 

allowed to carry one suitcase of personal 

belongings. All their remaining possessions, 

including land, houses, businesses and 

bank accounts, will become the property of 

the State. Any member of this group who 

remains within our borders after next 

Monday will be arrested.”



Where would you go? 

What would you bring? 

Who would you bring?
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Where would you go? What would you bring? Who would you bring?
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 Was it easy or difficult to make these choices?

 How did your team arrive at this decision? 

 Did everyone agree or was there an argument?

 How do you feel now about people who have 

to migrate?
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Make a list of times in history when people were forced to 

migrate
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Make a list of situations of involuntary migration currently –

which people and places are involved?



Involuntary 

Migration



Lesson 3: Refugees



“A person who has been forced to leave their country in order 
to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.” – Oxford Living 

Dictionaries

They are protected by international law, and must not be 
returned to situations where their lives and freedom are at risk. 

Life as a refugee can be difficult to imagine. 

But, for nearly 20 million people around the 

world, it is a terrifying reality.



When Rita Ora was one 

year old she fled her home 

of Kosovo with her parents 

because of the conflict and 

persecution of Albanians.



Albert Einstein was a 

German-born Jewish 

theoretical physicist. When 

the Nazi party came to power 

he was no longer able to 

work in Germany and had to 

move to the United States. 



Saido Berahino is a professional 

footballer who plays for West 

Bromich and England, as a 

striker.

In 2003 as a young boy Saido

was forced to flee his native 

Burundi as the violence between 

Hutus and Tutsis tore the 

country apart.





http://www.bbc.com/sport/olympics/36999492
http://www.bbc.com/sport/olympics/36999492
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• Split the clippings into positive and negative headlines 

• Cut them out and stick them onto two separate pieces 

of paper
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Refugees



Lesson 4: The Current Refugee Situation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1BLsySgsHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1BLsySgsHM






Where?

Most refugees do not come to Europe, they go to the 

countries closest to them

Why?

Conflict, persecution, famine, natural disasters, climate 

change etc.



Source: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Mid-Year Trends 

2016

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/statistics/unhcrstats/58aa8f247/mid-year-trends-june-2016.html


https://vimeo.com/44516196
https://vimeo.com/44516196
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…let’s move!

Agree?

Not Sure?

Disagree?

Do you…



Refugee 

Crisis



Lesson 5: Seeking Asylum



Asylum is the 

protection a country 

gives a person who 

has been forced to 

leave their own 

country and become 

a refugee.

Can you 

remember what 

a refugee is?



… what is an asylum seeker? 

An asylum seeker is a person who has left their 
country of origin and has formally applied for 

asylum in another country but whose application 
has not yet been decided.

Everyone has the protected human right to 
claim asylum.
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 Set up in 2000 as a ‘temporary’ solution for asylum seekers in Ireland

 Its aim is to look after people’s basic needs while they wait for a 

decision on their asylum application

 It provides essential services, medical care, accommodation, three 

meals a day at set times, and €19.10 per adult per week

 The majority of asylum seekers spend over 4 years in Direct Provision

 They cannot work or cook for themselves and must eat in a canteen at 

specific times every day  

 There is a lack of privacy; adults who don’t know each other may have 

to share rooms, some families live in one room, and bathrooms are 

shared

 Some people feel they can’t complain for fear of being deported
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 4,814 people living in direct provision 

 1,227 of these were children under the age of eighteen

 37% were waiting for their application to be processed for 

more than 5 years
-as of September 2015



https://vimeo.com/100795118
https://vimeo.com/100795118
https://vimeo.com/100795118
https://vimeo.com/100795118
https://vimeo.com/101393642
https://vimeo.com/101393642
https://vimeo.com/101393475
https://vimeo.com/101393475
https://vimeo.com/101393171
https://vimeo.com/101393171
https://vimeo.com/100795796
https://vimeo.com/100795796


Get into groups of 3: decide who is 

the mother, teenage girl and 10 year 

old boy

You have €21.60 to spend for the 

week

What will you buy?



https://vimeo.com/100798434
https://vimeo.com/100798434


Should we get rid of Direct Provision?

What could be an alternative?



Seeking 

Asylum



 A play

 Welcome Refugees event / 

campaign

 Radio / TV

 Assembly

 Meeting with TD



1. Please rate your understanding of migration and 
refugee issues before completing this module?

2. Please rate your understanding of migration and 
refugee issues after completing this module?

3. Did your attitude to migration and refugee issues 
change over the course of the module? Please explain.

4. Did your attitude to the Global South and development 
issues change over the course of the module? Please 
explain.

5. Did you, or will you, take action on migration and 
refugees? If yes, what action did/will you take?

6. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for 
this migration and refugees module?




