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2 step guide for using MS Word in creating art-based projects
By Clifton Rooney


1 Insert a picture into MS Word and right click on it. From the options, click on format picture. In the panel which opens, click on adjustments and increase the brightness and contrast a little. Then select artistic filters and choose cutout. Increase the shades to about 6 (or whatever looks rights to you). This will create a simplified image composed of flat graphic shapes of colour which can then be painted in a 'paint by numbers' technique. It will then be necessary to make a print out of this image and mix jars of paint which match these colours (label them.) You could even go to your local DIY shop and choose swatches which match your shape colours and get testers mixed up to use for the painting. These can then be applied without any blending to recreate the image. You could then project words in different arrangements or other pictures alongside or over this image to create a more complex image. 

2 [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]If using colour sounds a little daunting, you could initially click recolour in the adjustments panel and choose greyscale (when changing the brightness and contrast) and then proceed as above. This creates a greyscale image with flat shapes of colour. It is very easy to create shades of grey paint for a mural - just mix white and black in different ratios. This could be developed by overlapping text and other images using other colours (blue images, green images, red images etc - just mix blue with white in different ratios, green with white in different ratios and so on).
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