	Brief timeline of electoral politics in Kenya
The Republic of Kenya existed under a one party state from its independence in 1963 until 1990. Election fraud was common during the 1988 elections, where voting in the "Mlolongo" or a visible queue system, resulted in candidates declared winners regardless of whether the voter queues for particular candidates was either long or short. This system led to much agitation for constitutional reform.
The introduction of a multiparty system in the early 1990s led to the path for the new constitution. The current Kenyan President H.E Mwai Kibaki was one of the early champions for a multi-party system. Raila Odinga (one of the top presidential candidates and Kenyan current Prime Minister) also played a major role in bringing forward political reforms in Kenya.
Several clashes during previous elections, including deaths and displacement were witnessed in the 1992 and 1997 elections. In 2002 the opposition, led by Odinga, came together with the slogan "Kibaki Tosha" meaning Kibaki is able, which is the famous Uhuru park in Nairobi to rally behind the current president to end Former President Moi’s 24 year rule. Moi was favouring the Son of Kenya's first president who is also current top contender, Uhuru Kenyatta.
It was believed Kenya had come of age in seeking to end tribalism and to put in place democratic institutions. This was the year when Kenya had two top contenders for the presidency from the Kikuyu tribe.
2005 saw the first referendum for the new constitution. The No side won, putting the process back to square one. This led to fiercely contested presidential elections in 2007 which plunged the country into violence after the elections where over 1,200 people were killed and some 600,000 people displaced.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In February 2008, a Peace accord between the two main rivals – current PM, Raila and President Kibaki – was signed leading to the formation of coalition a government. 2010 was a landmark year in Kenyans history as the new constitution was passed overwhelmingly and broadcasted nationally. A period of political reform is truly underway.
Kenyan pronouncements for "Never Again" followed the waves of violence during the last election are now all too apparent on placards and in the speeches of candidates.
With the introduction of an independent election commission, a reformed police and judiciary, the guarantees for peaceful elections and a transition to the next government are in place.

Kenya now goes to elections with eight presidential candidates – the largest selection it’s ever had – with Uhuru and Raila being the favourites.




